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Oirat Mongolian "Zulu Festival"

The Zulu Festivel is an important festival of Oirat Mongolian. This festival originates from the Buddhist lamp-lighting
ceremony. According to legend, Tsongkhapa, the founder of the Gelug school of Tibetan Buddhism, was buried with his
Zulu (lamp) when he died at 108 on October 25 of the lunar calendar in 1419. Therefore, the Zulu Festival is held annually
on the 25th day of the 10th lunar month. After lighting the lamp that night, the whole family brings buckwheat noodles and
butter to light the Buddha's lamp to express activities to bless peace and good fortune and to pray for a better future life.
While the Zulu Festival is a festival to light the lamps to worship the great master Tsongkhapa, it is also the festival of the
secondary year when everyone welcomes the new year. The Zulu Festival of the Oirat Mongolian people is one of the
symbols of their unique culture, which is changing from a religious ceremony to a recreational culture.

The lamps of Oirat Mongolian differ somewhat from those of the Gelug temples. First, the cups of Oirat Mongolian
lamps are made of fried wheat flour (ground into flour in a millstone) or flour mixed with butter. Then a branch of hyacinth
is next turned clockwise around a fresh cotton wick inserted into the center of the lamp, which is then melted and filled with
butter. Finally, according to each person's age, add wicks according to the number of family members to make the lamp and
light the lamp. For example, if a child in the year of the dragon is 13 years old, 14 wicks are inserted to celebrate the year,
and the elders wish for "a hundred years of light, a hundred years of food, and a hundred and eighteen years of enjoyment"
for their grandchildren.
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