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new yaer greeting that the jnior
extends his right hand to the senior
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A new ‘yiéar party during the Tsayan



Chagaan Bayar (New Year):

Mongolian people originally had the custom of celebrating September as the beginning of the New Year, which they called Tsagaan Sara (White moon), but after coming under the influence of Tibetan Buddhism, they
began to celebrate the New Year in the Tibetan calendar. As time has changed, most Mongolians in the territory of China now celebrate the Chinese New Year. In Oirat Mongolia, New Year‘s Day is usually celebrated on
the first day of January in the Tibetan calendar. In Mongolian, it is called “Chagan Bayar” (White Festival). It is called the “White Moon” because every year when spring arrives, five kinds of livestock begin to give birth,
giving birth to new life and producing large quantities of milk. The Oirat Mongolians start preparing for "Chagaan Bayar" on December 23 in the Tibetan calendar. The whole family cleans not only their rooms but also the
sheds of their livestock. They then kill a sheep, place wheat or a kind of plant called archa on the breast meat with the bones, wrap it up with grass, and put the fat from the belly of the sheep on top of it. This is also the
preparation for a kind of “Fire sacrificial ceremony”.

On the night of December 23, the fire festival begins when the stars come into view. Everyone in the neighborhood is invited to join in, a fire is built on the stove, and the meat prepared in advance is put into the fire to burn.
On December 29, the whole family or neighbors are invited to join in making b& &g (dumplings) and borsog (fried bread) to welcome the New Year. The 30th is “BUUal@™ (closing day). A table dedicated to the Buddha
image is placed in the house, on which the Buddha image and Buddhist tools are placed, a lamb is laid out, and a lamp called a Zulu is lit and placed. This is one of the Buddhist customs to pray to the Gohonzon (Principal
object of worship for a good new year. On this night, the master of the house visits the elderly neighbors with alcohol and gifts to congratulate them, while his wife boils a lamb and prepares many home-cooked dishes, and
they spend a lively time together around the dishes until late at night.  On the first day of the New Year, as soon as dawn breaks, the mother boils a cup of milk tea, fills it to the brim, and places it on the Gohonzon‘s table
first. Then, the tea is sprinkled toward the sky, and the whole family greets each other with bags of candy and raisins as “Beleg” (souvenirs) to celebrate the New Year. From the first to the third day of the New Year, the
master of the family and his wife stay at home to welcome guests and entertain them with dumplings, fried bread, boiled meat, etc. The young people visit their neighbors and relatives. On the other hand, older people visit
their neighbors' and relatives' houses from the third day of the New Year to exchange New Year's greetings.

After January 15 of the lunar calendar, most families invite relatives and friends to their homes for a “feast party” . When Mongolians in Oirat want to having a party calling firnds, they usually say, "Let's have tea together",
but never say "coming we are lunch together at my home". When you calling someone to come to your house and have a meal, you make them understand that the other person is a hungry person.
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