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What is TODO SCRIPT?

In 1648, Zayabandita Namhayjamtu, a high priest from Khoshot of the Oirat Mongol, created the Todo script (Todo (zeg) based on the traditional Mongolian Script. This Todo script is an
improvement on the traditional Mongolian script, which used one character to represent two different vowels and consonants, but by using different character to represent them. Specifically, by
writing /o/ and /u/, /& and /U, /t/ and /d/, and /g/ and /k/,and /ts/ and /dz/ using different characters respectively . This makes Mongolian words easier to recognize and write. In addition,
compared to traditional Mongolian, Todo also designed simple symbols to represent long vowels.These improvements led to the name "Todo Bichig" (clear charecter), meaning that the
characters became "clear".

Todo Script was widely used by Oirat Mongolian about four hundred years. The QOirat people living in Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomous Region,China used the Todo Script in their school
education. However, due to the Chinese government's policy of "one people, one character,"the use of Todo Script was abolished in educational settings from the early 1980s. At present,
“Xinjiang Daily” or other public media using Mongolian version rarely publish in Todo Script.

The Kalmyks of the Kalmykia of the Russian Federation are descendants of the Qirat people who migrated from the Junggar Basin to the Volga River Basin region in the 1930s of the 17th
century. Many records have been discovered. After 1924, the Kalmyks stopped using the Todo Bichig and adopted Cyrillic orthography.

Some Oirat people have also migrated to hovd, Obs, and Bayan-Uggi provinces in western Mongolia, where many handwritten materials in Todo script have been discovered. There are many
valuable literary materials written in Todo script, including the famous heroic epic “"Janggar" and the legal code of law ™ Oirat", as well as numerous manuscripts and printed materials.

Oirat Mongolian's famous heroic epic "Janggar" and other precious cultural heritage can only be recorded in Todo Script and sung in the unique dialect of Oirat Mongolian to express its
beauty and power.

In this chapter, details about the Todo Script (symbols, phonemes), its grammar, and orthography will be presented using multimedia such as videos, images,and audio.
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